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 NAME 
HISTORIC 

ZACHARY TAYLOR HOME, "SPPRINGF I ELD" -- - 
AND/OR COMMON 

"Springfield" 

MLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

5608 Apache Road -NOT FOR PUBLICATION 
CITY, TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

. . 
ru'l~vl.11 P 

,, VICINITY OF Thi r d  
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

Kentucky 023. Jefferson 1 1 1  - 
~ C L A S S I F I C A T I O N  

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE 

--DISTRICT -PUBLIC -0CCU PIED 

&UILDING(S) _%RIVATE -UNOCCUPIED 

-STRUCTURE -BOTH XWORK IN PROGRESS 

-SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
-OBJECT -IN PROCESS -YES: RESTRICTED 

-BEING CONSIDERED -YES: UNRESTRICTED 

XNO 

-EDUCATIONAL XPRIVATE RESIDENCE 

-ENTERTAINMENT -RELIGIOUS 

-MI LITARY -OTHER 

 OWNER OF PROPERTY *unoccupied pending r e p a i r  

NAME 

Hugh S *  Hayns _ -- 
STREET & NUMBER 

5608 A ~ a c h e  Road 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Loui sv i l l e  - VICINITY OF 

 LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. Registry o f  Deeds 

p- 

STREET & NUMBER 

Je f fe r son  County Court House 
-. 

CITY. TOWN STATE 

8 Kentuckv - 
REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

H i s t o r i c  A m e r i c a n  Buildings SIITVPY [hi  s t o r i  r. 
DATE 

xFEDERAL -STATE -COUNTY -LOCAL 
1974- 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
REcORos Library of Conpe.ss/ d i v i s i o n  of  p r i n t s  and photographs 

CITY, TOWN STATE 



CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 
-EXCELLENT XDETERIORATE I * -UNALTERED LORIGINAL SITE 

-GOOD -RUINS XALTERED -MOVED DATE 

-FA1 R -UNEXPOSED 
*tornado damage 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Richard Taylor constructed "Springfieldff  a t  the  highest  point  on h i s  
400-acre farm, located along the  Muddy Fork of Beargrass Creek, j u s t  e a s t  of  
Louisvil le ,  Kentucky. Though t h e  property had severa l  owners a f t e r  it 
passed out of the  Taylor family, a la rge  por t ion  of it remained i n t a c t  u n t i l  
the  l a t e r  1950's when it  was subdivided. "Springfieldf '  now stands on a 
three-quarter-acre l o t  ( a l l  t h a t  remains of the  o r i g i n a l  farm) on the  
southeastern s i d e  of Apache Road (number 5608) midway between i t s  in te r sec t ions  
with Sweetbriar Road (eas t )  and Spruce Road (west). The landmark is  surrounded 
by subs tan t i a l  houses on large  l o t s ;  t o  the  southeast l i e s  t h e  Zachary Taylor 
National Cemetery, formed around the  Taylor family burying ground. 

The older  western sect ion of  "Springfield" was constructed c .  1790. 
The e a r l i e s t  da te  suggested f o r  the  eastern sec t ion  i s  1810; some sources p lace  
it a s  l a t e  a s  1830 (based on the  s t y l e  of the  carved mantels and door and 
window surrounds). When completed "Springfield was a 21/2-story, L-shaped 
brick house with gabled roof ,  containing double p a r l o r s  (west), broad s t a i r h a l l ,  
dining room and kitchen (both e a s t )  on t h e  f i rs t  f l o o r ,  and a hallway with two 
bedrooms on e i t h e r  s ide  on t h e  second. The f u l l  c e l l a r  was divided by a center  
h a l l  with two rooms,rsed f o r  s torage  o r  servants '  quar te r s ,  on e i t h e r  s ide .  
Fireplaces,  one i n  each room i n  t h e  house, were served by twin i n t e r i o r  
chimneys a t  e i t h e r  end of the  house. The main entrance, located i n  the  angle of 
the  "L" on the  f ron t  (northwest) e levat ion,  consisted of paneled double doors 
topped by a transom. Doors a t  the  r e a r  of  t h e  f i r s t  and second f l o o r  h a l l s  
gave access t o  a two-story wooden porch on the  r e a r  of the  house. Windows 
were 12/12 sash on the  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  8/12 on the  second, a l l  capped by f l a t  
arches of br ick  and flanked by louvered bl inds .  

The only major a l t e r a t i o n s  t o  t h e  house were made during the  mid t o  l a t e  19th 
century. A bracketed cornice was i n s t a l l e d  a t  the  eaves, one-story Victorian 
porches were added t o  the  northwest ( f ront )  and southwest e levat ions ,  and the  
d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  r e a r  stairway ( i n  the  kitchen ) was reversed.  In the  1930's 
two bathrooms were created on t h e  second f loor .  Fine walnut paneling i n  the  
main h a l l  and dining room had been painted but was res tored t o  i t s  o r i g i n a l  
f i n i s h  i n  the  l a t e  1950's. 

In Apri l ,  1974, shor t ly  a f t e r  the  present owner purchased t h e  property, 
"Springfieldv was s t ruck by a tornado and suffered ser ious  damage from both 
winds and water (see photographs). The roof and f ron t  and s i d e  porches were 
t o r n  o f f ,  the  western gable blown out ,  t h e  r e a r  porch subs tan t i a l ly  weakened, 
t h e  chimneys demolished above t h e  roof l i n e ,  and t h e  eas te rn  and southern walls  
bowed s l i g h t l y .  The owner p lans  a complete r e s t o r a t i o n  of the  house but 
est imates t h a t  the  work, already under way, may take  two years (1977) t o  
complete. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

l lSpr ingf ie ld l l ,  a 2 1 / 2 -  s t o r y  b r i ck  house wi th  gabled r o o f ,  loca ted  j u s t  
e a s t  o f  Lou i sv i l l e ,  Kentucky, was Zachary Taylor ' s  home f o r  more than 20 years  
p r i o r  t o  the  beginning of  h i s  m i l i t a r y  c a r e e r  i n  1808, t h e  scene of  h i s  marriage 
two years  l a t e r ,  and t h e  b i r t h p l a c e  o f  f i v e  of h i s  s i x  ch i ld ren .  The o r i g i n a l  
(western) po r t ion  of t h e  house, conta in ing  fou r  rooms, was begun by Taylor ' s  
f a t h e r  c. 1790; t h e  e a r l i e s t  d a t e  suggested f o r  t h e  four-room e a s t e r n  add i t ion  
i s  1810. Vic tor ian  d e t a i l i n g  inc luding  a bracketed corn ice  and porches was 
added dur ing  t h e  mid t o  l a t e  19th century.  The house su f fe red  s u b s t a n t i a l  
damage when it was s t ruck  by a tornado i n  Apr i l ,  1974. Restorat ion has 
begun but  may t ake  another  two years  (1977) t o  complete. The house w i l l  then 
r e t u r n  t o  use a s  a p r i v a t e  res idence  and w i l l  no t  be open t o  t h e  pub l i c .  

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Zachary Taylor was born a t  Montebello i n  Orange County, V i rg in i a ,  i n  
1784 and was e i g h t  months o l d  (1785) when h i s  f a t h e r ,  Richard Taylor ,  moved 
t h e  family t o  a 400-acre farm on t h e  Muddy Fork of  Beargrass Creek, j u s t  e a s t  
of  t h e  v i l l a g e  of  Louisv i l le ,  Kentucky. The family took up res idence  i n  a small 
log  s t r u c t u r e ,  but  wi th in  f i v e  years  cons t ruc t ion  of  a 2 1/2-story,  four-room 
br i ck  house, known a s  "Springfield", was begun. Richard Taylor prospered and 
by 1800 had increased  h i s  farm t o  some 700 ac res .  The second s e c t i o n  o f  h i s  
b r i ck  house (2 1 /2 - s to r i e s ,  fou r  room) may have been added a s  e a r l y  a s  1810. 

Zachary Taylor a s s i s t e d  h i s  f a t h e r  on t h e  family farm u n t i l  1805 when, 
with t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  James Madison (a r e l a t i v e )  and o t h e r s ,  he was appointed 
a l i eu tenan t  i n  t h e  7th Infant ry .  He re turned  t o  "Springfield" on leave i n  
1810 and on June 18 married Margaret Mackall Smith. A s  cap ta in  and then major, 
Taylor served i n  t h e  Northwest T e r r i t o r y  through both Harr ison 's  Indian campaign 
and t h e  War o f  1812. He l e f t  t h e  Army a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  war, when reduct ion t o  
peacetime s t r e n g t h  lowered h i s  rank,  and re turned  t o  Kentucky. Though he began 
t o  work h i s  324-acre farm a t  t h e  mouth o f  Beargrass Creek (received as a 
wedding p resen t )  he continued t o  l i v e  a t  "Springfield1' .  Within a year President 
Madison reappointed Taylor t o  h i s  o ld  rank and t h e r e a f t e r  he re turned  t o  
"Springfield" only on occasional  leave.  Richard Taylor d ied  i n  1829 and, under 
t h e  terms o f  h i s  w i l l ,  "Springfield11 was so ld  t o  s e t t l e  debts  aga ins t  h i s  
e s t a t e .  

Tay lo r ' s  reappointment was followed by 20 yea r s  of  ga r r i son  l i f e  a t  
var ious  p o s t s ,  va r i ed  i n  1832 by an expedi t ion  aga ins t  Black Hawk. He was 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 
The boundaries of the national historic landmark designation for the Zachary 

Taylor Home (Springfield) near Louisville, Kentucky, are those of  the irregularly 
shaped three-quarter-acre lot on which that building stands, as currently owned 
by Hugh S. Haynie: bounded northerly by Apache Road; easterly by residential - - 
property at 5610 Apache Road; southerly by residential property fronting on Sweet- 
briar Road (east) and Spruce Road (west); and westerly by residential property at 
5606 A~ache Road, 
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an i n f a n t r y  co lone l  i n  t h e  Northwest when t h e  Seminole War e rup ted  (1835) 
bu t  was soon ordered t o  t a k e  h i s  command t o  t h e  Everglades ,  where he spen t  
t h e  nex t  t h r e e  y e a r s .  Though he was promoted t o  b r i g a d i e r  genera l  by b r eve t  
f o r  h i s  s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  Okeechobee, Taylor  f e l t  t h a t  he was making 
l i t t l e  p rog re s s  a g a i n s t  t h e  Ind ians  and i n  1540 asked t o  be r e l i e v e d .  He 
was t hen  ass igned  t o  ~ o u i s i a n a  and while  t h e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  home a t  Baton 
Rouge and acqui red  a  l a r g e  p l a n t a t i o n  i n  M i s s i s s i p p i .  In  1841 Taylor  was 
given command o f  t h e  Second Department o f  t h e  Army's Western D iv i s ion ,  wi th  
headquar te rs  a t  For t  Smith, Arkansas. 

?then Texas was annexed i n  1845, Taylor  was ordered t o  a  p o s i t i o n  along 
t h e  sou thern  boundary of  t h e  ncw s t a t e  and by t h e  s p r i n g  of 1846 had moved 
t o  t h e  mouth o f  t h e  Rio Grande wi th  over  3,000 men and e s t a b l i s h e d  For t  Brown. 
Before border  sk i rmishes  r e s u l t e d  i n  a  formal d e c l a r a t i o n  of  war on May 13,  
Taylor  had a l r e a d y  de fea t ed  t h e  Mexicans a t  Palo Alto  and Resaca de l a  Palma 
on May 8  and 9. A f t e r  months of  wa i t i ng  f o r  adequate  t r a n s p o r t ,  T a y l o r ' s  
f o r c e s  cap tured  Monterrey i n  a  hard- fought ,  th ree-day  b a t t l e  ending on 
September 21. 

When,despite h i s  v i c t o r y ,  P r e s iden t  Polk disapproved t h e  a r m i s t i c e  Taylor  
had gran ted  on t h e  su r r ende r  of  Monterrey and Sec re t a ry  o f  War Marcy began t o  
make sugges t ions  on t h e  movement o f  h i s  subo rd ina t e s ,  t h e  genera l  became 
convinced t h a t  t h e  Washington a u t h o r i t i e s  were t r y i n g  t h e  d i s c r e d i t  him f o r  
p o l i t i c a l  r e a sons .  Tension i nc r ea sed  when T a y l o r ' s  l e t t e r  t o  General E .  P .  
Gaines c r i t i c i z i n g  Polk and Marcy reached t h e  p r e s s .  Ordered t o  remain on 
t h e  de fens ive  a t  Monterrey whi le  General Winfield S c o t t  commandeered most o f  
h i s  seasoned t roops  f o r  h i s  exped i t i on  a g a i n s t  Veracruz and Mexico C i t y ,  Taylor  
i n s t e a d  c rossed  t h e  mountains t o  S a l t i l l o  and on February 2 2 ,  1847, engaged t h e  
army of  San ta  Anna a t  Buena V i s t a .  Outnumbered 4  t o  I ,  t h e  Americans under 
"Old Rough and Ready" (a  sob r ique t  honoring T a y l o r ' s  i r o n  c o n s t i t u t i o n )  won 
a  d e c i s i v e  v i c t o r y  and saved t h e  no r th  o f  Mexico. A s  news o f  h i s  success  
spread ,  it was g e n e r a l l y  agreed t h a t  Taylor  had been u n f a i r l y  t r e a t e d  by an 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  j e a lous  of  h i s  growing p o p u l a r i t y .  

Whig p o l i t i c i a n s  had become i n c r e a s i n g l y  convinced o f  T a y l o r ' s  p o t e n t i a l  
a s  a  p r e s i d e n t i a l  c and ida t e .  Ea r ly  i n  t h e  Mexican War, Thurlow Weed of  
New York began pushing him and popula r  enthusiasm only  made h i s  t a s k  e a s i e r .  
T a y l o r ' s  pr imary advantages were h i s  m i l i t a r y  record  and h i s  r e p u t a t i o n  a s  
a  p o l i t i c a l  non-par t i san  (though a  Whig smypathizer) ;  i n  a d d i t i o n ,  h i s  persona l  
s t a t u s  a s  a  s l aveho lde r  was c e r t a i n  t o  ga in  Southern v o t e s .  He was nominated 
on t h e  f o u r t h  b a l l o t  a t  t h e  Whig convent ion of  1848, d e f e a t i n g  Clay, Webster 
and S c o t t .  A s p l i t  i n  t h e  Democratic Pa r ty  ensured T a y l o r ' s  e l e c t i o n  and he 
was inaugura ted  on March 5,  1849. 
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Taylor  came t o  o f f i c e  wi th  l i t t l e  knowledge o f  what was expected 
o f  him, hoping t o  l eave  a l l  l e g i s l a t i v e  ma t t e r s  t o  Congress and t o  conf ine  
h imse l f  t o  execut ing  t h e  laws. I n i t i a l l y  Vice-President  F i l lmore  had g r e a t  
i n f l uence  wi th  Taylor  bu t  was soon e c l i p s e d  by t h e  a s t u t e  Sena tor  Seward of  
New York, who qu i ck ly  showed t h e  P re s iden t  t h e  va lue  of  c l e v e r  pa t ronage .  
With t h a t  l esson  l ea rned ,  Taylor  found h i s  most s e r i o u s  problem t o  be t h e  
s t a t u s  o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  r e c e n t l y  acqui red  from Mexico, where he was anxious 
t o  s e e  s t a b l e  government e s t a b l i s h e d .  He s e n t  Congressman King of Georgia 
t o  C a l i f o r n i a  t o  i n i t i a t e  an a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  s ta tehood  and i n  December, 1849, 
was a b l e  t o  r e p o r t  t o  Congress t h a t  C a l i f o r n i a  was ready t o  become a  s t a t e  
and t h a t  New Mexico soon would be ready.  When sou the rne r s  ob j ec t ed  t o  admission 
o f  C a l i f o r n i a  because s l a v e r y  was p r o h i b i t e d  t h e r e ,  Taylor  dec l a r ed  himself  
w i l l i n g  t o  accep t  any law provid ing  f o r  admission and promised t o  t a k e  t h e  
f i e l d  i f  neces sa ry  t o  s e e  t h a t  law enforced .  He was no t  w i l l i n g  t o  c o n c i l i a t e  
t hose  who opposed h i s  p o l i c y  and descr ibed  t h e  Compromise of  1850 contemp- 
t u o u s l y  a s  t h e  "Omnibus B i l l 1 ' .  

Tay lor  p r ided  h imse l f  on sc rupulous  honesty and was m o r t i f i e d  when 
charges  were made t h a t  Crawford, h i s  S e c r e t a r y  o f  War, had used h i s  o f f i c i a l  
p o s i t i o n  f o r  pe r sona l  f i n a n c i a l  ga in .  He immediately determined t o  r eo rgan i ze  
h i s  Cabinet b u t  was unable  t o  c a r r y  ou t  h i s  p l a n .  On J u l y  4, 1850, Taylor  
s u f f e r e d  a  s eve re  i n t e s t i n a l  d i s t u rbance ,  p o s s i b l y  g a s t r o e n t e r i t i s ,  brought 
on by exposure t o  h e a t  a t  t h e  Washington Monument ceremonies,  i n j u d i c i o u s  
e a t i n g ,  and worry; he d i ed  f i v e  days l a t e r .  T a y l o r ' s  body was r e tu rned  t o  
Kentucky and i n t e r r e d  i n  t h e  fami ly  burying ground a t  "Spr ingf ie ld1 ' ,  which 
l a t e r  se rved  a s  t h e  nuc leus  o f  t h e  Zachary Taylor  Nat ional  Cemetery. 


